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About The Octagon and
the MG Owners Club

The M.G. Owners Club, formed in 1957, is the Northern California
Centre of the M.G. Car Club, formed in England in 1930. The Peninsula
T Register was formed in 1973 and is now an informal sub-group of the
MGOC. We receive a copy of the MGCC’s Safety Fast, available to
members on loan from the Corresponding Secretary. The club is also
associated with the North American MGB Register, the North American
MGA Register, and the New England MG T Register. The Octagon, our
newsletter, is published monthly by the MG Owners Club. Opinions
expressed in The Octagon are not necessarily those of the MGOC, its
members, or Board of Directors.
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President: Kirk Prentiss, kirkprentiss@gmail.com
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MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
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Member-at-Large: George Steneberg, 510-525-9125,
j2george@pacbell.net
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webmaster@mgocsf.org
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MikesMuseum@yahoo.com

Archivist: Mike Jacobsen, 415-333-9699,
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Registrar: Steve Kellogg, 408-355-4125,
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T Register Director: Jim Carlson, 408-224-3992,
mgjim@comcast.net

The Octagon Editor: Dan Shockey, 309-696-0803,
magnut_dan@hotmail.com

Webmaster: Steve Kellogg, 408-355-4125,

webmaster@mgocsf.org
Regalia: Andy Preston, 707-795-3480, andypreston@att.net

CLUB ADVISOR PROGRAM

Feel free to call these members, who have volunteered to help

with purchase, repair, and restoration of various M.G.

models, etc.

MGB: Steve Lilves, 415-924-3173, slilves@sbcglobal.net

MGB Early & Originality: Don Scott, 707-942-0546,
Don@napanet.net

MGB V8 Conversion: Tony Bates, 408-666-6174,
avbates@yahoo.com

MGC: Tom Doyle, 530-546-9924, wtdoyleii@gmail.com

M.G. Midget: Christian Rowcliffe, 415-359-6319,
Car@rowcliffe.com

MGA Coupe: Andy Preston, andypreston@att.net

MGA & Twin Cam: George Steneberg, 510-525-9125,
Jj2george@pacbell.net

Z-Magnette Saloon: Eric Baker, 510-531-7032

mgpb36@yahoo.com

T-types: George Steneberg, 510-525-9125,
Jj2george@pacbell.net

Pre-war Midgets-Magnas-Magnettes: George Steneberg,
510-525-9125

PA/PB Midget 1934-36: Eric Baker, 510-531-7032,
mgpb36@yahoo.com

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING IN THE OCTAGON
Direct all questions about advertising to Rick Anguiano at
209-617-8492 or webmaster@mgocsf.org. 2024 rates are:
monthly (yearly): full pg. $25 ($240), half page $18 ($175),
third page $12 ($120), business card $8 ($75).

All ads expire on Jan. 1%, and fees for a partial year will be
pro-rated to that date. Deadline for ad materials is the 10t of
the preceding month. The MGOC makes no claims as to the
reputation or quality of work performed by businesses
advertising in The Octagon.

MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OCTAGON
Your stories, photos, tips, questions, and anything MGOC-
related are always welcome in The Octagon. Please make
your contributions by the 15 of the month preceding the
issue in which you want them to appear. Please email all
contributions to magnut_dan@hotmail.com or send them to:
Dan Shockey, 12632 Edith Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92841

RECRUITING MEMBERS FOR THE MGOC
Have you helped recruit any new members lately? The club
roster is available from Steve Kellogg upon request.

MGOCSF.ORG

Upcoming events, MGOC history, photos, membership
forms, The Octagon, and helpful links are posted on the Club
Web site at http://mgocsf.org.
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Southern Marin Tour
Friday June 28th

©

Organizers: MGOC Members Marty Rayman and Bob Bundy

Gather: 9:30am in the Bank of America parking

lot on Bridgeway in Sausalito
Departure: 10:00 AM

Destination: The Marin Headlands and a loop
past Muir Woods and Muir Beach before ending
up at the Corinthian Yacht Club for lunch.

Lunch: Limited to the first 20 persons that sign

up.

The parking lot at the Corinthian will
accommodate all our cars. If we have over 20
people, do not fear as there are other excellent
dining opportunities on the Tiburon Main Street.

Email Bob to get on the tour and lunch list at

bundyworld@comcast.net

Corinthian Info: https://www.cyc.org/

. ALY

Photo: Marty Rayman
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From the Editor @

My fellow MG lovers, 28 April 2024

I hope this finds you just home from a thrilling ride in your
MG. Mostly quality garage-time for me however. I drove the PA
to a tech session on April 13 and found white smoke pouring
out the engine breathers upon return. That seemed to worry

other drivers.
I tested one cylinder low in compression. The time had

come to perform surgery. I removed the head and found no
issues so removed the pan and pulled the offending piston. I
found a chunk of piston missing along with parts of the top
two rings. Total rebuild time.

" y airs
Sic & e : . R¢
& British Auto Restorations & P

call now to talk about your dream...
408.782.1100

MG, Austin Healey, Jaguar,
Triumph, Rolls/Bentley, Lotus

R e L c N

Restorations, Paint & Body Shop, Mechanical/Electrical Repairs,
Detailing, Specialty Parts, Classic Car Showroom

L=

-~ A

‘\‘ V/‘ 16840 Joleen Way, Unit G-4, Morgan Hill, CA 95037

ANQ 7O 11NN Tha...

408.779.0938

| rachel@otraclassics.com www.ontheroadagainclassics.com

On the MGA, I swapped out the
tie rod ends then the whole
steering rack, rotated and
balanced the tires, all in the
ongoing effort to solve its steering
vibration.

We have some great events
coming soon. Hope to see youl!

Dan

Becavse s the wost fun
T carv have, LEGALY &

G"M‘lf a, uh:! do you

alwaye have a BIG GRIN
ow_yoorjzne wherv Yo
drve \ESoN 2

by Brian Sonner of Placerville
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The Annual All British Motor Vehicle Show and
Swap Meet - May 19, 2024

This amazing show, held on the site of

the Dixon fairgrounds, is a fantastic ‘_\\\ S“ Motﬂri

. n
place to see and be seen with all forms g
of British cars and motorbikesl!! %\Q ’A“d Swap Mee[ 800@

; o Catch us if you can!
Registration is Open!

Participation is by pre-registration only. There is
no day-of registration.

We ask that everyone please help advertise our show by
making an announcement at their club meetings, posting
the information on club web site and talking it up at car
gatherings. We will not be mailing out flyers this year.

The event is FREE to the public to see the cars
and attend the swap meet. Free parking is across
the road from the fairgrounds entrance.

@, May 19th, 2020

A British Motor Vehicle Tradition &
sEk g

b}
Participants’ Choice Awards %us UBSCC.ORG

All registered entries will receive a dash plaque, goody bag and

a ballot for voting in the Participants' Choice Awards. This is a show for the pleasure and company of others who share your
interest in vintage British machinery. Judging is by popular vote of your peers, each of whom has a vehicle entered in the
show. Each entrant receives one ballot and may cast one vote per class. There have been over 35 classes at past shows
and classes will again be determined by pre registered vehicles. Three or more of the same vehicle type make a competition
class, not including the Winners’ Circle entrants. Based on registration results, classes are created for each major marque,
and certain subdivisions within marques. Where there are not sufficient early entries to justify a separate class, entries will
be grouped by type of vehicle.

Vendors and participants set up at 7:00 AM. Gates open to the public at 8:00 AM. Final entries to the gate must be in by
10:00 AM. Voting closes at 12:00 PM. Awards Presentation: 1:30 PM. This is not a “concours” but a chance for British
vehicle lovers to get together, display their vehicles and have a good time. Any vehicle could go home with a trophy. So
bring your British “ride” and enjoy the camaraderie!

Click here for On-line Registration and Regalia

All entries must be made in advance.

FREE admission to the public
British motorcycles are welcome!

Show held rain or shine
No awnings, tents or trailers in the show area

Take 1-80 East toward Sacramento and take exit 63 - Dixon Ave. and go
east on West A Street for 2.2 miles.Go right on North First Street for 2 miles
and enter at the marked gate on the left.

Free visitor parking is available across the street from the
event.
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- Registration: $25 by June 1 - $30 at the gateﬁ'_i-
Time: Opens 8:30am - Show starts at10am
- Popular Vote Awards: 1: 3!pm Sy 6
Free entry and parking for spectators ;" "
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Announcing the 3 0" Annual

MGs by the Bay

Saturday June 8, 2024 at

Bon Air Greenbrae

From US 101 exit at Sir Francis Drake Blvd. heading west. Bon Air

Greenbrae is 72 mile on the left, opposite La Cuesta Drive, near the
Wells Fargo Bank. 401 Sir Francis Drake Blvd, 94904

All MGs are welcome, from daily drivers to complete restorations. Advance registration is $25 or $30
on the day of the show. Additional cars registered to the same owner are $10 each. The deadline for
advanced registration is June 1.

Entry starts at 8:30AM and the show starts at 10, rain or shine, and awards are presented at 1:30PM.

Popular vote judging is by the car owners, and awards for People’s Choice, Best Daily Driver, and

individual classes will be presented. The class awards are determined by the number of cars registered.
Return the form below with the entry fee, or fill it out and pay online at www.MGOCSF.org. One form is required for each car.

________ R S
Mail before June 1, 2024 to: Make checks payable to MGOC or use PayPal on our website
MGs by the Bay For information call — Show Use Only
320 B Monterey Blvd. 415-333-9699 | —‘
San Francisco, CA 94131-3141 or visit www.MGOCSF.org

Please print:

Name: MG model:

Address: MG body style: [1 Roadster [ Coupe
City: [] Saloon [ Other:

State: Zip code: Car color:

Email address: Year:

Daytime phone: ( )

Short description of your car:

Has this car ever won First in Class at MGs by the Bay? [1 Yes

Release: Neither | nor my heirs will hold the MG Owners Club or Bon Air Center liable for any loss, damage, or injury
done to me, my party, or my vehicle, while engaged in this event or traveling to and from this event.

Signature: Date:

Signature: Date:




Other photos this page by John Hunt

MGOC Fantasy Junction Tour on Saturday,
April 13, 2024

First of all, a big thank you to our host today, Bruce Trenery, who is founder and owner of
Fantasy Junction. An icon in the car world, who facilitates car deals around the globe with
collectors. It was a very interesting and entertaining day. Bruce was so kind and thoughtful, he
even had coffee and cookies to welcome us on a cold spring morning.

Coming here is like going to a mini-Pebble Beach Concourse Show. Cars ran the age range
from George’s ]2 prewar MG Midget (awaiting shipment) to modern classics of the last 20 years.

Below are a few of many picture highlights from the event:

A silver 1936 4.25 liter Bently and red
1954 Ferrari 500 Modial Series I by Pinin
Farina. This car was a Ferrari Factory entry
at the 1954 Mille Miglia.

In red, black & white ski sweater is Bruce
Trenery welcoming us and leading a tour of
the showroom.

George Steneberg’s Pre-War ]2 MG Midget
awaiting shipment to buyer. Not enough
good things can be said about Bruce and his

team at Fantasy Junction about the
caliber, care and smoothness of buying
or selling a vintage car with them. They
are one of the gold standards in the
vintage car marketplace today.

1971 McLaren M8E/D was sponsored by rock
band, Led Zeppelin. This car weighs 200
pounds less than a VW bug yet has an amazing
800 horsepower, a true pocket rocket!



)

After the car show room tour, we went to Khana Peena Indian restaurant in the Rockwood
section of Oakland. Everyone had a good time and the food was a big hit. If you are in the area,
give it a try!

A few additional thank-you notes go out to Scott Pinsky who was event Co-Chair, Dan
Shockey our highly talented and dedicated Octagon editor and marketing guru who helped
promote this event, and also to all of you who joined us today to help make it a fun and
memorable event!

Thanks Bruce for your hospitality, explanations & patience answering so many questions.
What a gorgeous selection of automobiles we got to see & learn about.

Note from Marty: Photos this page by
John & Scott P., Thanks for organizing this adventure. Marty Rayman
Elon, Thanks for driving me in your comfy, vintage Mercedes biodiesel fueled

sedan.




Photos this page by Marty Rayman
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Sold - Simon Cowell MGB

This 1965 MG MGB roadster is a bespoke build currently owned
by television personality and record executive Simon Cowell and
was constructed by Frontline Developments for a reported total cost
of approximately $210,447.55 (converted from £158,782.80).
Based in Oxfordshire, England, Frontline Developments is a 30-
year-old company that produces a limited number of restored and

upgraded MGs every year. According to Motor Authority, "Like

Singer is to the Porsche 911 and Eagle is to the Jaguar E-Type,

Frontline Developments is a re-invention specialist for the MG and other British sports cars." With a design
inspired by one of the two Lotus Esprits featured in the 1981 James Bond movie "For Your Eyes Only," the
new body shell with extended hand-formed rear panels comes finished in Lotus Copper Bronze with dual
gold stripes and features bespoke 15-inch wheels with gold spokes.

Inside the two-seater cabin, white leather covers the bucket seats, door panels, and center console;
black leather tops the custom-fabricated American Burl Walnut dashboard, which houses a bank of
handmade gold-faced gauges. Amenities include power windows, Bluetooth connectivity, USB charging, and
a JL Audio sound system. Power is supplied by a new Mazda 2.5-liter four-cylinder engine equipped with
forged pistons and solid lifters, and sent to the road through a
Mazda 6-speed manual gearbox and a limited-slip rear

differential. Available now, this custom left-hand-drive MGB CELEBRITY-OWNED 1965 MG

comes with a build sheet with a pricing breakdown, a fitted

car cover, and a clear title. MGB BESPOKE
The seam-welded bodyshell with de-seamed panels and

hand-formed extended rear sheet metal was produced with

original factory press tooling and assembly jigs by British END DATE: 12/15/202, 11:04 AM

Motor Heritage of Oxfordshire, England. Once rustproofed, ST

the bodywork was covered in a custom paint scheme inspired

HIGH BIDDER: PONDHOPPER HIGHEST BID: $92,000 (USD)

by one of the two Lotus Esprits featured in the 1981 James LOCATION SELLER: g
Bond movie "For Your Eyes Only. " It consists of a Lotus Kb e >, S
Copper Bronze base complemented by twin gold stripes and California 12345 pce party

sasseenies s sirsgses

"turbo" graphics on the lower body sides. Other cues inspired
by the 007 cinematic adventure include black bumpers and
custom 6" x 15" front and 7" x 15" rear CNC-machined wheels with a polished outer lip and gold spokes set
inside of 185/70/15 front and 215/60/15 rear Avon CR6ZZ tires. Brightwork highlights the frame around
the gold-slat grille, front turn signals, headlights, windshield surround, side mirrors, door handles, vertical
taillight trim, dual exhaust finishers, and Aston Martin fuel filler cap.
According to the build sheet, this car is not fitted with a roof or external door locks. Major
components included in the total original build cost of approximately $210,447.55 (converted from
£158,782.80) have been itemized below:
* MGB 2.5 roadster - 6-speed manual: $117,263.00
* Extended rear body paneling/hand-formed: $5,036.44
* Bespoke paint scheme including under lacquer body stripes, pinstriping, grill, etc: $7,952.28
* Blacking of bumpers front and rear: $1,126.57
* Left-hand-drive componentry: $3,711.06
* Complete new body (manufactured by British Motor
Heritage in Oxfordshire on original tooling from 1962):
$16,726.30
e Door locks removed: $596.42
* Nardi steering wheel with bespoke quick-release box:
$1,080.18
* Extended rear locker in leather with alloy rails: $1,318.75
* Extended leather to dash, door tops, and sills: $656.06
e Chrome aircraft buckles: $238.57
* Bespoke fabrication to dashboard and additional bespoke
handmade gauges in gold with sender units: $5,381.04
* Audio svstem: $1.868.79




President’s Ponderings

Greetings Members! Aaaah! Spring has sprung and the urge to take
the MG out on the road is great. Hopefully, and prudently, you have
performed maintenance and safety checks on your cars before getting
out on the backroads. A wee bit of diligence to check fluids and
mechanical functions will preclude sitting on the shoulder waiting for
AAA to tow you home.

Registration is now open for MGs By The Bay'! We will again have
the show at Bon Air shopping center in Greenbrae on Saturday June
8th. This will be the 30th show, so I would love to see an even bigger
attendance to commemorate the event. Don’t wait; REGISTER NOW!

I recently received a complete kit from England to install a front sway bar on my Magnette.
WOW! What an improvement it has made. While technically the Magnette is a “sporting saloon,”
navigating tight corners isn’t one of it's gifts. The sway bar precludes much of the dive/roll that it
has, making spirited driving much more enjoyable. Before this addition, coming into turns the
sensation of roll was anxiety inducing. With the bar, the sensation is greatly diminished. YAY!

Finally, I want to give a shout out to John Hunt for his efforts coordinating the Fantasy Junction
tour. BRAVO!

Cheers,

[ d
Preston photo: Kirk with daughter “Lo"” on the St. Paddy’s Tour KLT‘M

Caravan to GT-49! - Join Us! =
From Mike Jacobsen / ’5 GT‘- 49\\ \
/ CRusorl veani Tl

I've been thinking about a route to NAMGAR's GT-49 in 1 ‘.’
Welches, OR. Since (almost) none of our cars have air JIN \
conditioning I want to stay on 101 along the coast for as long as ' b
possible. That's slower than blasting up I-5 but it's much cooler. ‘ Mt. w?dhofegm Resqrty

If we use Santa Rosa as a starting point, the first day could be (503) 6223101 20

from there to Brookings, OR. There are a lot of motels in Event name: GTAG

Brookings. That would be about 325 miles and 5% hours of Event code: 2407GT49

driving. Meal & gas stops add more time of course. Event dates: July 15-19, 2024
The second day would be longer, il

continuing up the coast to
about Lincoln, and then turning
inland to skirt south of Portland
and then on to Welches. That
would be about 350 miles but
the seven hour driving time is
much longer than the first day.
That's because 101 in Oregon is
mostly two lanes.

I'd leave Sunday morning, July 14, to arrive on Monday the 15th
in time for the First Timer's reception at 5pm.

Coming back can be the same or a similar route, staying on or
near the coast to keep cool. There's also the option to come back
on I-5 in one long ten-hour day if you're up to it.

If you're interested in making the trip or want to talk about it,
give me a call or shoot me an email. My contact info is at the front
of the Octagon.




Member Notes

From John Taylor:

Just read the article in the Octagon that you sent
referring to the operation and repair of SU's. A person
unfamiliar with SU's, might be at a loss figuring out how
they work due to one critical feature left out of the
drawing supplied with the article. Without an air passage
between the top of the piston and the area between the
throttle plate and the back of the piston, ain’t nothing
gonna happen. I've tried to add the air vent to picture
from the article. Ciao, John

MGOC Picnic by Kirk Prentiss:

After considering an alternate location and realizing the cost would be many times more than
our usual place, we have secured Tilden/Padre for Saturday September 21st. Sure, invariably
someone will get lost getting there, but Tilden presents a reasonably central location to most of the
membership. And at a reasonable cost.

I am also gathering information about providing food for the event from a local catering
service. I believe this will be a nice change from schlepping the various picnic accouterments and
potluck fare. Once I have more details to discuss the budget I will call a board meeting to review.

St. Paddy’s Tour from Tony Inzana:
It was good to join the group again for St Patricks lunch. The drive once we met up with
everyone was very enjoyable. The wind and traffic across the delta was something else. Round trip
driving time was nine hours. Worth it though for a die hard! (below: from Abe Books)
For your consideration, the book, “Motor Odyssey in
Europe and Africa,” is a thoroughly wonderful adventure

that would be worth the time of any otherwise afflicted Motor Odyssey in Europe and Africa S Bep vt

MG-ist exploration, written in the first person - meaning Cobb, Charlas Benniatt US$ 27.72
he did it - in 1951. By Charles Bennett Cobb, starts in Dy s i

Denver, Colorado, and travels to Europe and back to e Loy Ttk s U ust 399 siping
Denver. A truly historic journey both figuratively and Seller Rating: %%k '

literally, the car, the period, the places, the story, quite Dictanw e

the anthology. 800K

Recommended reading is the North American
Classic MG Magazine. I enjoy it very much. Maybe you
could plug that as well.

Joye and i have appreciated the welcome we’ve received. Everyone has been great. If you
re interested in auto book acquisition help, i always try armchair motorist Gordon Whatley at
gwhatley@mac,com

Hope you made it home ok and were able to stand up straight by the end of the week! As a
wedge (TR7/8) owner would say, may the shape be with you! Cheers, Tony

Condition: New. Caswell, Edward C (illustrator)

Advice from Andy Preston:

Hi Dan, not many owners drive that kind of mileage in one year though alone one weekend;
way to go! If the work you've done doesn't fix the problem, I think it'll be time to take the
suspension apart and check out the trunions and bushings. It's been 20+ years since I did mine
but I know they were worn.

MGB Brake Calipers from Jeff Stobbe:
My brother has just finished his Lotus Europe and we are taking our cars to Dixion this year .

Moss told me that they won't be selling any B calipers. I got a pair of factory calipers, rebuilds
from Apple, and they solved the squeal problem. The China calipers (and there are two companies
making B calipers) are flawed in the basic casting. The pads fit so much better in the factory
caliper. A small lip at the end of the pad is different. Live and learn. Best wishes, Jeff




Clovis Meet from Andy Preston:

Clovis was last weekend. We saw Mike Jacobsen and his brother but the weather wasn't good
so we didn't spend much time with him. It rained all day on Sunday which was the car show so
we missed that and as far as I could see there weren't that many cars there. It's such a shame
when it takes so much time and effort to organize these events.

MGs by the Bay from Mike Jacobsen:

Today I received a package of 50 stickers from Rallye Productions for MGs by the Bay. The
stickers are black on white, round and 3" in diameter, and show the MGOC logo below the text
"30th Annual MGs by the Bay.”

Hiding MGA from Don Scott:

San Francisco, 1959. What's that little
roadster hiding between the Chevy and the
Oldsmobile?

Reply from Mike Jacobsen:
Cute. "Hiding" is the right word, too. And you

can tell it's San Francisco because of all the cars
parked at the red curb.

Jag Engine by Andy Preston:

I picked up the engine and it's back in the car
today. Let's see how long it takes me to get it
running this time.

I started this project in June 2022 and have
run into issue after issue. Hopefully this is the last
time I'm doing this. I've got the clutch bled and have the exhaust manifolds back on and hope to
hang the exhaust system tomorrow. So far it's looking good.

It's a lot of work to get it back in and put all the stuff back on the engine. I was able to spin it
yesterday and got oil pressure which is always a milestone and encouraging. I put the radiator
back on and connected most of the hoses and will add coolant tomorrow. That's as far as I got
last time when I found I had coolant in the engine.

Update: The engine and 5 speed are back in the car and the engine sounds great with good
oil pressure. I've driven the car without the bonnet on and the new 5 speed gearbox is nice but at
the moment is very noisy in 5th gear. I need to do some more research on that issue, but I am
very happy with the engine.

Marin Tour from Bob Bundy:

Since we are mostly staying on the main road through Sausalito, I do not think we will lose
anyone. As we leave Sausalito to start the drive we will caution
everyone to look for the turn at

the old bus stop just out of
town. We can put our cell
phone numbers on the final
printout for everyone. I am also
checking in with the Sausalito
Police Department so we do not
need to put money in the
meters at the bank parking lot

Tattoo from Suzy Savage:
As seen in Oakland. His

grandfather’s car now owned by
his uncle. (Photo from Suzy.)




Keep Planning for 2024!

R

MGA at Sebring

Artwork copyright Frank Wootton.
Sebring 12 Hour race in 1956 when
Hambro Automotive (then the
importer of MG and other BMC
brands) entered a team of three
MGAs with Octagonal racing numbers
49, 50, and 51. The 50 car was
driven to 19th place overall by
William Kinchloe and Stephen Spitler.
They were also 4th in the Sportscars
under 1500cc class behind a trio of
Porsche 550 Spiders. (the other two
MGAs finished in 20th and 22nd
place overall)

Similar-looking car number 27 is the
Aston Martin DBS3 driven by Roy
Salvadori and Caroll Shelby winning
the 3-liter class and finishing 4th
overall.

SPRING

—CN

May 4: Drive Your MGA Day! Everyone welcome.
Sun., May 19: Dixon All-Brit Meet, show & swap meet

Sat., June 8: MGs by the Bay, Greenbrae, MGOC

Fri., June 28: South Marin Tour, Bob Bundy, p. 18

July 15-19, 2024: NAMGAR GT-49 at Mt. Hood,
Oregon

SUMMER - FALL

“

Aug. 23-25: Heritage Classic, Canadian Classic MG
Club, Vancouver, B.C., Jennifer Orum,

Sept. 13-15: Back to the Beach, Kelloggs, Carmel

Sat., Sept. 21: MGOC Picnic, Tilden Park
Oct. 14-18: GOF West, Folsom, CA
Marty Rayman photos




New Members!

Welcome Rolando Arroyo of Oakland with a 1973 MGB

Rolando is also looking for a good mechanic in the East Bay.

“Thank you for your gracious welcome. I'm a new owner of a 1973 MGB in BRG. It's my first
MGB and will welcome any advice. I am looking forward to participating in the club-sponsored
events in the future. I'm currently waiting for my antique car insurance to start before taking her
out on the road. Here are some pictures.”

Welcome Ronald Jackson of Brentwood with a 1973 MG Midget

“My first sports car was a 1958 Austin Sprite purchased and raced in Gymkhana’s and Hill
Climb’s near Heidelberg, Germany. I continued racing in the SCCA (Sports Car Club of America)
graduating to a 1956 Austin Healy 100-6 unfortunately ending my racing career at Willow Springs,
CA in 1964, not in the best way.

“During the next 10 years or so I owned and drove an MGB, several Porsches including a 911
and a 356 roadster.

“In 1974, I purchased a 1939 MG TA in need of a lot of work. During my attempt at
restoration the car was destroyed in a fire, not my fault.

"I recently purchased a 1973 MG Midget from David the Bugeye Guy in Banford, CT. It is in
fair condition but needs some serious TLC which I intend to give. It is red with a black top and
black interior.

“I hope to be able to drive and enjoy my new 1973 Midget and participate in many events in
the bay area.” - Ron

Welcome Jennifer Anderson of Shelton, WA with a MG TD



MG: @

Turning Drivers into Mechanics for 100 Years

The object of this Instruction Book is to place the owner in possession of as
much detailed information as possible for the maintenance of the M.G. Midget ** P."

and "' PB."" types.

First of all details are provided regarding running-in, and in the later chapters
the various items of the car, such as chassis, engine, brakes, carburetters, etc., are
dealt with under separate headings. Each section contains more detailed information
than is needed for ordinary maintenance, which it is hoped will prove of interest

to owners, and of assistance to service stations,

The time arises when a car has to be dismantled, and it is then that the reference
to the detailed instructions can be of considerable value, as they point out both to
the owner and repair shops, unacquainted with the construction of the car, the

correct method of procedure.

LEVER SHOCKS REBUILT
BRAKES SLEEVED AND REBUILT

EXCHANGE OR YOURS REBUILT
BRAKES: SLEEVING ONLY OR
COMPLETE REBUILDING

FAST SERVICE

1610 Middle Road
Calverton, NY 11933

1-800-882-7753
(631)369-9515

%i APRO09

CLASSIC AUTO RESTORATION & REPAIR
BRITISH PARTS DISTRIBUTOR

WWW.UNIONJACK.COM
13555 Depot St. PO Box 551 San Martin, CA 95046

408 686-1101 Fax 683-2447

It is clear that even in 1934, MG
expected owners to work on
their cars!

Apple Hydraulics g‘/p
&

GEOFFREY, DON'T BE
EMBARRASSED TO ASK
FOR HELP, PLEASE!

Eﬁeoff'rey Locquenutte & Melson: On the Road

by Brian Sonner
of Placerville
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My First Car

Peter Brock
Reprinted from Classic Motorsports from September 2017 issue
(Submitted by Dave Smith)
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Classic design never fades. It may ke some tme for
that muth to sink in, “specially if you're a 14-year-old kad
searching for his first set of wheels. But scoring your
dream and getting it night the first time is something that
stays with you forever. because there’s no room for
compromise after that.

My first car was a '49 MG TC. It set an assthetic
standard that introduced me to a world of fine
awtomobiles. mcredibly interesting people. and 2 design
ethic that would affect and influence the rest of mry life.
My TC didn’t run when I bought it because ithad a
blown enzme that made the price affordable. Its
condition hardly mattered—just that I'd somehow
manazed 1o acquire It

There was nothing in the world as beaunful or more
important than the mechamcal freedom that I knew 1t
would someday deliver. I wouldn’t drive it on the street

until I was 16, but just having it to study and work on
was an incredibly sansfymg expenience.

Its mere presence m my life became a silent introduction
mamkanmgcommmmmcmmns My

considerable <kills to belp me leam and make my
car rm.

That static mnterim also gave me an unexpected zift: the
many hours of silent contemplaton that allowed me to
absorb and mentally replay every line and mechamical
detail of my TC by just closing my eyes. Its parfect
stance and proportions, even though I had no idea then
what those terms meant, imprnted themselves m my
mind’s eye and provided a solid foundation for every
design I've evaluated or created since.



Even thoungh MG TCs were the only vanants of that
famed marque when they first became available in

xca, their classic imes provided an elegant aesthetc
anchor from which I judged 2 whole new world of
wheels. (Later, the iconic lines of a beautifully crafied
Ford "32 hotrod served as a similar reference pome in
that sepamate. wonderful world of hand-bumlt cars.)

I knew absolutely nothing about cars at the time. but I
was hucky enough to have a next-door neighbor who
owned and raced an MG. Just seeing and hearing it for
the first time was a revelation. Its tall 19-inch wire
wheels and sweeping, full-fendered lines, combined with
the nppmg cadence of its race-prepped engine when it
fired wp, were instantly imbedded m my psyche I'd
never seen or heard anything hike it, bur knew instantly
that I wanted more.

Eventually there were great ndes through the twistng,
tree-lined back roads of Mann County. There were fast,
Cross-country caravans with other racers to events that
really opened my eyes to 2 world I never knew existed I
couldn’t get enough then and still can’t; fine
automobiles became & way of life for me that persists to

this day.

I had no idea then that MG had previously built 2 PA or
the handsome supercharged TA before the war. I also
didn’t know that still more beautifully designed and built
SS Jags, Rileys and ER As—and the supremely
proportioned Vanden Plas Squire—even existed There
was 5o much to leam!

THE JOURNAL OF THE MICHIGAN ROWDIES
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I'was so disappomred when I saw my first MG TD. How
could they possibly compromise the TC’s
handsome lines?

That's when a stopwatch gave me a whole new
understanding of the importance of improved
engimeering. My previous standard of extenior beaury
was cnly part of the total package. Better brakes,
steering and suspension provided safer speed and
extra comfort.

The TD, with its softer lines. was the transition to the
handsome new TF, which somehow comfortably
combined the TC’s classic prewar appearance with the
future. The realifies of cost, production and changing

priorities in a constantly changing market all combined
to affect desizn and taste.

That all changed with the MGA_ of course, which
marked the emergence of a whole new era of English
design Aerodynamics had become an important factor
The T era had passed. The MGA was a better-engineerad
car in almost every way—except it didn’t have that
exceptional. stunning quality of design that the TC
eiched in my mind First impressions teach and affect
your life forever car in almost every way—except it didn’t
have that exceptional, stoning quality of design that the
TC etched in my mind First impressions teach and affect
your life forever

Photo from Automobile Magazine
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Magazine 3
This has been around quite a North Amerlcan
while but is now in its third

generation of publishers. Dick ‘ ClaSSIC @ MGgGZlne

Lunney is still involved.

ear; ;USA $30 Canada $34 ovi
Z \USASSB Canrada $66 ov

n North America
MGs of 2 odels and the
ple who love them.
Subscribe to North American Classic MG Magazine.
Michael and Lawrence Sanata

sosanata@yahoo.com Bl ciassic MG Magazine

After years as a reporter in the Pittsburgh area, Lawrence Sanata and his tamily
settled in Delaware County, and his two great loves - of news and cars — came
along, too. It's from those two passions that Lawrence, his wife, Sue, and son,
Michael, worked their way into publishing. They run Classic MG Magazine,
profiling the cars of longstanding automaker Morris Garages and the people

who own, race and refurbish them.
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A P-TYPE WITH A SMATTERING OF MISTER TOAD
AND PEPPERMINT PADDY




TR25

By Frank Baumann

In the 1941 film “The Maltes Falcon”
Humphrey Bogart referred to the “Stuff
that dreams are made of". Last year
BMW teased us with a potential dream
come true 100 years after the first TR2.
Launched in 1953, it was the first TR
model—and the first Triumph that | fell in
love with. More specifically, the TR25
draws from the famous Jabbeke TR2. As
& “one off” model it honors the Triumph
name and logo 100 years after of the
start of the TR series.

————y
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To improve aerodynamics, the Jabbeke
TR2 was converied into a singleseater
by using a metal cockpit cover as does
the TR25. The TR25's chassis and body
panels are made entirely from carbon
fiber, but the vehicle shares the same
layout as that of its predecessor to
“emphasize the fact that this car is about
pure driving pleasure,” according to the
official announcement. Usefully,
removing the top panel aiso reveals an
additional flip-out jump seat.

The TR25's design combines the classic
and the futuristic. s bug-eyed
headlamps and rounded fenders are
obvious nods to the TR2 while overall it
is clearly a modem delight.

G
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Inside the  cockpit—featuring &
minimalist aesthetic defined by plenty of
blue leather and unpainted metal—the
reimagined Triumph seems focused on
amplifying the drive experience. The
driver's seat is fixed but the steering
wheel and pedals both slide, ensuring
that even those over six feet in height
can get comfortable. The gorgeous,
spoked steering wheel—with a self-
centering dial—aiso references the
Jabbeke TR2 and features a small digital
binnacie positioned behind it. You'll also
find three toggle switches, used to select
drive modes, mounted on the cars
cerntral spine.

The TR25 is fully electric. it uses the
BMW i3s chassis as a base with a rear
mounted electric motor with and output
of 181hp. It weighs 2,414 pounds. | am
a member of the BMW car club and will
continue to follow the (hopeful) progress

towards a Triumph revival. But for now,
at least, we have a glimpse of what might
be. Overall, it looks like BMW has a
perfect follow on to the original TR2. Why
not? The original Triumph company was
established by a German immigrant to
England, why can't & German car
company revive Triumph? Definitely “The
stuff that dreams are made of..."

This is an interesting all-
electric concept from BMW.
BMW got rights to the
Triumph name when they
purchased Mini. Interesting
that they would consider
bringing out a new sports car
as a Triumph rather than
under their own name.
Perhaps this is just an
exercise to get attention. At
least it is one brand name not
yet sold to China. - Ed.

From the Triumph Travelers
newsletter.
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If we went electric,
think of all the fun
products and tools we
will no longer need!



=
]
>
=

)

!

y

,

>
. |
p |

:
:

il P S

0
h

{

‘ .
WYY .Yy

’ ) :
v\\‘-1‘
B

1]

—_ 1

Sl

-

Lomige,Hhe

"~ ””Vm
LA o

BUMPING Lixe A
LunNATIC, >

BEING HIT ON TmE NHEAD
AND LOSING WIS CARS,

WITHOWT THOUGHNT OF A
REWARD AND WHEN TIE
TRIAL 15 OVER , E ASKS
WNIREN ! XT O, e
B/ WwHAT A SPORTSMAN!

An MG TF in a French Mediterranean setting. “"Bonne Féte” translates to “Happy
Holiday”. The card is from ESP in Paris and there no artist credit.

Taken from
10'x18’
Watkins Glen
mural by
Robert
Gillespie
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FREE Tools and Car Stuff

These are car related items at George’s home at 9
Pomona, El Cerrito, that are free for the picking.
Must call George at 510-526-8951 to arrange pick
up.

* One exhaust manifold (model

unknown)

* One come-along winch

* One pair heavy-duty jumper cables

* One rolling stool, maids a milkin’

* One set dolly wheels

* One acetylene torch with ...

* Two empty cylinders, lords a leapin’!

* Two scissors jacks

 Two service creepers

* Two 220V extension cords

* Three air hoses

* Three valve covers (racer anyone?)

* Four steering wheels

Car noise prices

1. Psssssssshh.... 50%
2. Couik-couik-couij 65$
3. Tak-i-tak! 75%
4. Wouh-wouh-wouh 100%
5. Tic-tic-tic-tic 120%
6. Klak-klak-klak 130%
7. Klak-a-klak-a-klak 200%
8. Trrrreerrerrrerreet 250%

9. Gnn-gnna-gnn,
-gnnn....
10. Niiiiiiiiii 3008

* Ten jack stands 11-Plapra-p;:;-prrat-a-pﬂa i
.... and a Partridge in a Pear Tree! (You locate 12. Paklonk-pakionk 19003
and catch) Merry Christmas! 13. Powly 20003

Classified Ads

Ads are free to MGOC members and $6.00 per month for non-members.
Some ads picked up from other clubs.

1959 MGA 1600: Black, Wire wheels, disc brakes, 1800cc motor. Member owned &
garaged since 1983. $15,000. Contact Tom Morgan. 650-740-4116 (Reposted 2/24)

1959 Magnette ZB Varitone: Steel blue over Mineral blue. New paint, needs finished.
Many many spares, $3500. In Turlock, Dale Wallace, 209-404-2051 (Reposted 2/24)

BMC Radio: Positive ground. Works well. $25 plus shipping. Dan Shockey
magnut dan@hotmail.com (Posted 5/24)

Trailer for sale: Great for MG. Trailer belonged to Dave Laughlin. New tires and wiring.
Single axle. $750.00. Member Stephen Born: scborn@hotmail.com (Reposted 2/24)

MGB Parts. Parts, Parts: Free MGB Driver and other magazines. Lots of early MGB
parts. Let me know what you are looking for. These are from Ken Gitting’s collection.
Member Lynn Bryant at Lynnnberta@sbcglobal.net

We list ads for 3 months. Advise if you want them extended. For
additional ads, see prior issues of The Octagon or MGOCSF.org
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From Classical Gas, Canadian Classic MG

Repair, Re-core or Replace?

L St aummae the raciabor of oW 1982 MOA cevelogzed a mild

Jouk. ARRCURN Nt yeot sscious, i was clearly not going to get
1y Betine. On Lo the Nt of winter projects & weed

My mochanical specances - and previcus kacetedge of eaton
<l Amled. Fortunately mach infoe mation and advice are
Weaiatio theough anding Toouss and Input feom fellow ol
members

Wheo s00ressng this Bsus. (he Srst quoslion Is whether %
rOpaT Via sOCaIng 10000 wENDN the avsiing tark structure, o De-c3'e3 itz stoany vevmsal Amgs
replace the entiie 1adair with & now ore. Each has Jotental 24 20 Jower v
SvanLages and Cleadvaniages |0 £ Sor @ s03aIng repeir, ks

man aavaniage s lowe cost, Dot vary likoly wiN less Songevity), Qur2ar's radialor wis »0-000ed about
20 yoars g0, and the tanks ware original | was motivated %0 hing onto them, If possidie. not only

for 'riginaiRy DU &S0 10 ansuse nstalistion would De slogiler. Simple b & go0d Wing for the nan
mechanial

This 10008 10 e socond question - whers Coes cne And an OIS0 23Sty ahop thads diye. one
hat's propared 10 repay of re-core, If Ihat ja what the customer wans? Theough research | was atie to
Aot Tl Lower Maniand shoge with strong covlne seviens Chilivack Yaley Raclatom and Fraser Valley
Racdiaton. AMel spascing i sach of tham & wiad cloar thal both s axperiented and could 0o the

OOk, | chose 10 3o with Chitiwack Yakey (Andy Dale). mosty Lecause ne was familar with MOs

After prasscre Loating for the leak Andy was prepared to sckder o ragalc however fof rellaliity and
longevily | chase to have the aduior re<ored The new core, Wich was Mece 10 ANy & specifeations
CONMIELS of twd rows of vertical %' Anned 1ubing Matoning the previous core's Cimantions

IUs worth mentioning et the cove ls manufactured by Peciie Radulor In Langey. o major suppher of
(hese produts UWOURNOWE wasiarn Carade and the U & important mprovements incuded Sangss
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000 10 N 00 AN DOWAM Sates 10 IMEI0we e SUENEIh of 1he sclder joints - i was a1 the joint &
the Dottom plabe that my RdSlor had developod the sk - and dmpied 1ow fow' tuDing that slows the
waber Mow S0 Dotler conting eMciancy

PO 10 DN wOrs O O & CoOling aysiam INZiuCed @ Jarge and Moavy pIasti Tan of UnkNown BIUICSe
instaliod by the previous ownor @ 185.degies tharmoatat with Dianking plate inatabod by me, and o
oihey enhancamects THs syedem has Cone Be Job very wall, never coosedng 195 dogreos oven undy
VLY waem and Dighaoed condtons. Howeves, 1he [a7ge fan wie nokly and | suagect robbed the engine
of same horsepower, particulanty st 4000 +» RPM . For thoas reascns | aled reglaced the eckting fan with
the sovenStaded mion fan offered by Mosa Moloes

ANd what were e mauls? Dunng @ recant 20-mile tasl drive the codling aystam performad as

I Shoutd, with Re clserved leaks and o taxpoiatute rangs of 175 - 100 degross. The cur s sise
noticeatily quetar with the new fan. And wWhHist IUNTIOg DCugn the gears I sounds soie Bhe & sports
Car, Acceleration Imo the nNMgnar RFM vele fosle [valier b0

Finaly, now much Gd L cost? The geice for the re-coring sas 3550 plus taes For companson, the poice
for & Casslo Gold repiacamant tadator o Moss Motors s currently $300 90 U5 Afer factenng in
SRPRINg and eozhangs, | aepaot The Nosa replacemant would cot consideratiy mone. The aliin cost fon
the raw fan was 3310 =

TA Terry Sanders

Cindy held a Celebration of
Terry’s Life at their Warehome
on April 27.

Gone but not forgotten.
Thank you, Terry.
Cindy with Terry Sanders, photo

by Dan Shockey on a Rough
Riders tour

Jom ower J 000 exthurvandis owrsers i She sevdstation
B et vathons, and sheer enjoyment of Srivieg
NGA, Magnette, o sasirst of this nable Bered. Toud

R e i b ety tivees of MGAY o hil color,
ul VNG magdiee, imerdiom
10 Nationd snd Regionad Get- Togethery B
thooghost e LS. ared Canida, phin 2 inaraiede bise
andd vipper t grong second Jonone. A I & 53750 per peu
{Mrth Ammevica, or 55290 (Irtemnutonad. Get more isformation at
Mty /mww.namgarcom, or contact registrardnamgar.com,
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Looks like
a full
Bumpers-

On Restor-

ation!
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" YouU MEAN YOU WANTED THE FIVE COATS
OF GLOSS JO BF ALL THE SAME COLOUR ?”




