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About The Octagon and  
the MG Owners Club 

The M.G. Owners Club, formed in 1957, is the Northern California 
Centre of the M.G. Car Club, formed in England in 1930. The Peninsula 
T Register was formed in 1973 and is now an informal sub-group of the 
MGOC. We receive a copy of the MGCC’s Safety Fast, available to 
members on loan from the Corresponding Secretary. The club is also 
associated with the North American MGB Register, the North American 
MGA Register, and the New England MG T Register. The Octagon, our 
newsletter, is published monthly by the MG Owners Club. Opinions 
expressed in The Octagon are not necessarily those of the MGOC, its 
members, or Board of Directors. 

DIRECTORY of MGOC OFFICERS for 2024 
President: Doug Hollander, hollander.douglas7@gmail.com 
Vice President: Andy Preston, andypreston@att.net   
Treasurer: Marla Preston, marlapreston@hotmail.com 
Secretary: Mike Jacobsen, 415-333-9699, 

MikesMuseum@yahoo.com 

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE 

Member-at-Large: Mark McGothigan, 510-333-6962, 
markmc3us@yahoo.com  

Member-at-Large: John Hunt, huntsails@comcast.net 
        925-330-7849 
Member-at-Large: George Steneberg, 510-526-8951, 

j2george@pacbell.net 

APPOINTEES 
Commercial Advertising: OPEN 
Corresponding Secretary: Mike Jacobsen, 415-333-9699, 

MikesMuseum@yahoo.com 
Archivist: Mike Jacobsen, 415-333-9699, 

MikesMuseum@yahoo.com 
Photographer: OPEN 
Registrar: Steve Kellogg, 408-355-4125, 

sfkellogg@verizon.net 
T Register Director: Jim Carlson, 408-224-3992, 

mgjim@comcast.net 
The Octagon Editor: Dan Shockey, 309-696-0803, 

magnut_dan@hotmail.com 
Webmaster: Alan Havey, 925-922-2436, havey@pacbell.net, 

webmaster@mgocsf.org 
Regalia: Andy Preston, 707-795-3480, andypreston@att.net 

CLUB ADVISOR PROGRAM 
Feel free to call these members, who have volunteered to help 
with purchase, repair, and restoration of various M.G. 
models, etc. 
MGB: Steve Lilves, 415-924-3173, slilves@sbcglobal.net 
MGB Early & Originality: Don Scott, 707-942-0546, 

Don@napanet.net 
MGB V8 Conversion: Tony Bates, 408-666-6174, 

avbates@yahoo.com 
MGC: Tom Doyle, 530-546-9924, wtdoyleii@gmail.com 
M.G. Midget: Christian Rowcliffe, 415-359-6319, 

Car@rowcliffe.com 
MGA Coupe: Andy Preston, andypreston@att.net   
MGA & Twin Cam: Mike Jacobsen, 415-333-9699, 

MikesMuseum@yahoo.com 
Z-Magnette Saloon: Eric Baker, 510-531-7032 
mgpb36@yahoo.com 

T-types: Jim Carlson, 408-224-3992, 
carlsonconsulting@comcast.net 
Pre-war Midgets-Magnas-Magnettes: Dan Shockey, 
309-696-0803, magnut_dan@hotmail.com 
PA/PB Midget 1934-36: Eric Baker, 510-531-7032, 
mgpb36@yahoo.com 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING IN THE OCTAGON 
Direct all questions about advertising to 
webmaster@mgocsf.org. 2026 rates are: monthly (yearly): 
full pg. $25 ($240), half page $18 ($175), third page $12 
($120), business card $8 ($75). 
All ads expire on Jan. 1st, and fees for a partial year will be 
pro-rated to that date. Deadline for ad materials is the 10th of 
the preceding month. The MGOC makes no claims as to the 
reputation or quality of work performed by businesses 
advertising in The Octagon. 
MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OCTAGON 
Your stories, photos, tips, questions, and anything MGOC-
related are always welcome in The Octagon. Please make your 
contributions by the 15th of the month preceding the issue in 
which you want them to appear. Please email all contributions 
to magnut_dan@hotmail.com or send them to: Dan Shockey, 
12632 Edith Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92841 
RECRUITING MEMBERS FOR THE MGOC 
Have you helped recruit any new members lately? The club 
roster is available from Steve Kellogg upon request. 

MGOCSF.ORG 
Upcoming events, MGOC history, photos, membership forms, 
The Octagon, and helpful links are posted on the Club Web 
site at http://www.mgocsf.org 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
St. Paddy’s Day Tour …….…………….….…3 
Clovis Brit Roundup  …….……………………4 
From the Editor ………………………..………5 
President’s Commentary ….……….…..….…..6 
Wacky Arnolt………. ………………..….…..7-8 
All-Register MG Meet! ……..…….…….…9-10 
SU Companion Notes …..……….…..……11-12 
Paramount Race Ghost Race Track……….13-16 
Keep Planning;  …………..…….….…………16 
MGOC Annual Brunch .………………..…17-21 
Circuit Dust, AAA MGB Ad  ………..……….21 
Opportunity: :Late Model MGs ………..…….22 
MGOC Planning Meeting …………..……….23 
MG Photo Books ……….……………..……..24 
Classifieds ……..……………………………..24 
Toothpast Run! ………. ………..…..….……..25 
Back Page: Snow ‘Toon, Brunch …..……..…26

2

mailto:andypreston@att.net
mailto:marlapreston@hotmail.com
mailto:MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
mailto:markmc3us@yahoo.com
mailto:j2george@pacbell.net
mailto:MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
mailto:MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
mailto:sfkellogg@verizon.net
mailto:mgjim@comcast.net
mailto:magnut_dan@hotmail.com
mailto:havey@pacbell.net
mailto:webmaster@mgocsf.org
mailto:andypreston@att.net
mailto:slilves@sbcglobal.net
mailto:andypreston@att.net
mailto:MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
mailto:magnut_dan@hotmail.com
mailto:mgpb36@yahoo.com
mailto:webmaster@mgocsf.org
mailto:magnut_dan@hotmail.com
http://www.mgocsf.org
mailto:andypreston@att.net
mailto:marlapreston@hotmail.com
mailto:MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
mailto:markmc3us@yahoo.com
mailto:j2george@pacbell.net
mailto:MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
mailto:MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
mailto:sfkellogg@verizon.net
mailto:mgjim@comcast.net
mailto:magnut_dan@hotmail.com
mailto:havey@pacbell.net
mailto:webmaster@mgocsf.org
mailto:andypreston@att.net
mailto:slilves@sbcglobal.net
mailto:andypreston@att.net
mailto:MikesMuseum@yahoo.com
mailto:magnut_dan@hotmail.com
mailto:mgpb36@yahoo.com
mailto:webmaster@mgocsf.org
mailto:magnut_dan@hotmail.com
http://www.mgocsf.org


3

                              MGOC & SSTS
St. Paddy’s Day Tour, Sun., March 14, 2026

Date: Sunday March 14, 2026                                  Photos: Barbara Tapp, Andy Preston 
Tour leaders: Andy and Marla Preston 707 529 1446 
Meeting Place:  Bagel Street Café, 208 Northgate One, San Rafael 
Time:  Meet at 9:30 and leave at 10:00 departure 
Tour:  This is a Marin/Sonoma tour where we drive some of our more scenic back roads, including 
ones that we’ve rarely driven before. The tour starts at the Bagel Street Café in Northgate One in 
San Rafael and ends up at Café Bellini in Petaluma. 
Our first stop will be at the Marin French Cheese Factory where we can enjoy some wonderful 
cheeses and other refreshments. We’ll be driving on some new roads and passing through San 
Geronimo, Lagunitas Forest Knolls, and the glorious redwoods in Samuel P. Taylor State Park. 
We will leave the Cheese Factory and head out through the picturesque Chileno Valley and into 
Sonoma County countryside driving past old farms and ranches on our way to our lunch 
destination. 
Our final destination and lunch stop will be at Café Bellini, 100 S. McDowell, Petaluma where we 
will eat in a private dining room. Lunch entrees need to be ordered beforehand from the list below 
and include water, lemonade and iced tea.   

Cheeseburger or Veggie burger & fries 
Chicken Club & fries 
Fish and Chips 
Cobb Salad w or w/o meat 

Total Cost including tax and tip $35 per person and must be paid beforehand. 
RSVP by March 8, 2026 with your entrée choice and check made out to the MGOC and mail to: 
Marla Preston, 7305 Rebas Way, Rohnert Park CA, 94928 

707 529 1446, marlapreston@hotmail.com 

To pay through PayPal go to the website at: www.mgocsf.org and under Events click on St. Paddy’s Day 
Tour; But please tell Marla that you have paid through PayPal and your entrée choice.

mailto:marlapreston@hotmail.com
http://www.mgocsf.org
mailto:marlapreston@hotmail.com
http://www.mgocsf.org
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Register on-line - ValleyBritish.ORG

http://ValleyBritish.ORG
http://ValleyBritish.ORG


Cartoon below by Brian Sonner of Placerville

From the Editor  
Happy Ground Hog Day, MG-ers!                           2 February 2026 

That was a milestone event when I grew up in cold country. It meant 
the eventual end of winter and coming of spring. Cabin Fever and Spring 
Fever were real ailments. Spring comes early here. 

Wow, we are into 2026 already. Another year of the newsletter (the 
Year of Our Club 0069). I believe a new editor would bring fresh 
thinking. I much appreciated the creative things done by Felix Lee, Bob 
Trencheny, Jeremy Palgon and Felix Wong. If this is something you would 
like to have a go at, let the club officers know. 

I hated to miss the Brunch. Sounds like a goodly number of you didn’t miss it however. I am 
excited to see what events the club sets for 2026 at the Planning Meeting. Always a fun time. 

The MG club in Orange County has well-attended monthly meetings. That is something we gave 
up trying to do many years ago. Getting around the Bay is just too difficult on a weekday evening. I 
feel we have lost something important. 

I purchased a motor and foot pedal kit to electrify my primitive sewing machine. They were 
inexpensive though I spent more to get a belt the right size. It is functioning but I haven’t tried it “in 
anger” yet to see how useable it will be. 

Hope to see you all soon. Safety fast! 

                                                                      Dan   

Cartoon by Brian Sonner, Abingdon 
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Pedal Car?



February Comments 
We are off to a good start in this new 

year. January kicked off with our first event, 
Marla and Andy’s Annual Brunch held at the 
Moss Beach Distillery in Moss Beach. It was well 
attended and as always, the food was good and 
the camaraderie great. January also saw the  
planning meeting at Marsha Crawford’s. We 
have a full calendar but there is always room for 
more, if you have something in mind it’s not too 
late. Unfortunately, I picked up some kind of 
bug from one of the grandkids and Connie and I 
were unable to attend.  

I’m scheduled for a tour in San Mateo 
County in April (which I’m going to have to 
move to May 2nd) and I'm mulling whether to 
work a picnic lunch or book a cafe. I would also 
like to return to Big Basin State Park again this 
year  but need to find an alternate route. These 
are things I will hash out later. 

Two events I would like to discuss. The first 
is the Clovis Roundup. I attended this for the 
first time last year and thoroughly enjoyed 
it. Old town Clovis is only three and a half hours 
away and is a picturesque area just east of 
Fresno. Arrive on Friday, stay for two nights, 
with the tour of the backroads and lunch on 
Saturday and the British car show and antique 
street fair on Sunday. Sunday afternoon you're 
off and on your way home. Fresno and the 
lower San Joaquin Valley in the summer is hot, 
dry and uninteresting to the traveler. That area 
in March is green and beautiful.  

Polasky Street is blocked off for about four 
or five blocks for the street fair with a side 
street set aside for the car show. If you decide 
to go, the Best Western Clovis Cole is clean and 
within walking distance of some good 

restaurants. I should also 
mention how surprised I was 
last year by the number of 
British cars heading back to 
the Bay area on my return. 

The other event I wanted 
to mention is the GOF in 
Flagstaff. I signed up for this 
in September and am number 
6 for the event. I was really looking forward to 
it but sadly have had to cancel. At the time, it 
was an open event and if I had problems or a 
breakdown on the road I could take the time to 
repair the car and eventually get home.  

In December, my brother Tom won some 
prizes from the Miata Club of San Diego for a 
Miata tour from Rome to Barcelona, Zaragoza, 
Pamplona and Leon ending in Porto. I’ve been 
invited to join him and to catch my Rome flight 
I would have had to leave a day or two early 
and with any hiccup I would miss my flight. The 
two events were just too close. 

Doug,	
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Cartoon by Brian Sonner of 
Placerville
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Wacky Arnolt, an 
American British Car 
Innovator  
Story and photos from Terry Trovato, from 
The Spark & Spanner (April 2023), the 
South Alabama British Car Club 

On a stormy autumn morning in 1938, when 
wiser boatmen chose to stay on land, Chicago 
industrialist Stanley H. Arnolt attempted to cross 
Lake Michigan in a tiny open vessel. 
It was powered by a Sea-Mite 
engine, one of his company’s 
marine products. According to 
l e g e n d , a s A r n o l t f i n a l l y 
approached the Navy Pier after a 
f o u r - hou r j o u r ney t h r ough 
treacherous waves and fog, 
someone shouted, “Hello, Wacky!”  

The nickname stuck, and a 
headline in that day’s Chicago 
Daily News read, “Wacky Comes 
Through in Fog: Crosses Lake in 
13-Foot Boat.” 

Wacky he may have been on 
that day, but he went on to 
become a successful automobile 
dealer and innovator by creating 
memorable vehicles combining 
British mechanicals and Italian 
bodywork.  

A fortuitous meeting with 
members of the Italian Bertone 
organization at the Turin Auto Show in 1952 
resulted in four collaborative efforts between Arnolt 
and Bertone, involving running gear and engines 

from the British car manufacturers MG, Aston-
Martin, Bentley, and Bristol.  

On the Bertone stand that day at Turin were 
two MGs that had been re-bodied by Bertone. 
America had just fallen in love with MG, and 
perhaps there was not enough capital or status for 
Bertone to acquire chassis from Lancia, Maserati, 
Ferrari or any of the other well-known Italian 
manufacturers. At any rate the two MGs would have 
to do.  

Arnolt was immediately smitten by the two 
Bertone MGs and proceeded to place an order for 
200 cars: 100 coupes and 100 convertibles. Two 
hundred cars may not have seemed that out of the 

ordinary to him, but for Bertone it was a different 
matter. They built a very limited number of cars 
each year and asking for 200 in one order was a 
lot. Bertone company lore has it that Nuccio 
Bertone tried to talk Arnolt out of it. “Chassis from 
England, bodies in Italy, then shipping to Chicago – 
the cost!” Wacky Arnolt was not a man to be turned 
away. In very short order Bertone was bodying MGs 
and Arnolt was soon on Bertone’s Board of Directors 
and had become a vice president.  

The first effort produced was the Arnolt-MG, a 
four-seater Bertone-bodied car based on the MG TD 
chassis and XPAG 54-hp engine. The Arnolt-MG was 
designed by Giovanni Bertone, his son Nuccio, and 
Giovanni Michelotti. Of a planned production of 200 
cars, 103 were actually pro-duced between 1953 
and 1954: 67 coupés and 36 convertibles.  

Subsequently, however, MG informed Arnolt 
that it could no longer supply chassis and engines 
due to the demand for its own complete cars (as 
well as the replacement of the TD by the TF), so 
Arnolt had to start looking for a replacement. 
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Back in 1953 Arnolt had visited the London 
Motorshow and was impressed with the Bristol 404. 
Arnolt then struck up a deal with Bristol which 
agreed to provide its stripped-down 404 chassis 
with a Bristol 6-cylinder engine. They were to be 
shipped to Bertone in Italy to be clothed in a 

Spyder body. The design was to be orchestrated by 
Franco Scaglione with coachwork by Bertone, and 
the Arnolt-Bristol was born. Once again 200 were 
ordered and 142 were produced: 140 roadsters 
and 2 coupes. The Arnolt-Bristols were to be built 
in Filton, England, as a powered chassis; the body 
was fitted by Bertone in Italy, and only final 
assembly, fitting of options, prep work and paint 
and upholstery were executed in Warsaw, Indiana.  

The Arnolt-Bristol cars were available in four 
body styles: Competition, a stripped road racer; 
Bolide, a slightly better-appointed road racer; 
Deluxe, a better-appointed version of the Bolide 
(side windows and convertible top, instruments 
mounted in a housing in front of the driver, glove 
box set in the dash); and Coupé, with pop-up 
headlights. At least one open car was subsequently 
fitted with a removable hardtop. Prices as per a 
1956 factory letter were $3,995 for the 
Competition model, $4,245 for the Bolide, $4,995 
for the Deluxe and $5,995 for the Coupé.  

Next, Arnolt set his sights on producing an 
Arnolt Aston-Martin. His goal was to produce a 
Bertone-bodied Aston-Martin DB2/4 roadster and 
sell it as an Arnolt-Aston. It was to be designed by 
Bertone's Arnolt-Bristol designer Franco Scaglione 
and the cars were to be fitted with Aston's 125 hp, 
2580 cc engine. However, the production of Arnolt-
Astons was stopped by Aston-Martin after only 
three cars were built.  

Then, Arnolt created a racing team for the 
Sebring 12-hour race, and in 1955, at their first 
attempt, his special Arnolt-Bristol lightweight cars 
finished first, second and fourth in the Sports 2000 
class, winning the Team Trophy, a feat which was 

replicated in 
1 9 5 6 a n d 
1 9 6 0 . T h e 
following year 
t h e y t o o k 
se cond and 
third in class.  

W a c k y 
A r n o l t m a y 
n o t h a v e 
made much 
money on the 
Arnolt-MG or 
t h e A r no l t - 
Bristol, but his 
B e r t o n e -
bodied Arnolt-
Bristols continued placing very well in subsequent 
races for several years.  

Wacky Arnolt went on to become the BMC 
Distributor for the Midwest, handling the full array 
of BMC products, including Austin-Healey, MG, 
Riley, Wolseley, Morris and Austin, and all the while 
ran successful automobile companies in both the 
USA and Italy.  

At the age of 54, he suffered a stroke, and 
subsequently two years later he died from a heart 
attack. It was the day after Christmas, December 
26th, 1963. The creative innovator in British 
automobile history was no more, but his sought-
after creations live on until this day, as exemplified 
by his 1954 Arnolt-MG Drophead Coupe which sold 
for $247,500 during the recent Mecum auction in 
Kissimmee, Florida.  

[That the shapely Arnolt MG Coupe was built on the 
humb le T-ser i es p la t fo rm seems near ly 
inconceivable.-Ed.] 

Used with permission. Sadly, Terry has passed.
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Improve Cold Starting

More Cold Staring - Tickler Pins

Warped Carb Bodies & Effects

SU Topics edited by Dan Shockey 
The Octagon Car Club provides a lot a great info 
on T-series MGs. Even though I have been 
keeping old SUs going for over 50 years, this “SU 
Bible” has much I found informative and of 
special interest to me. The authors explain some 
of the mystifying aspects of these carbs that 
were not really made to last for 70 years and for 
such great changes to our pump fuels.



Fuel Changes - Affect on Needles
11

Optimal Jet Position

Lean the Carbs

Float Lid Must be Vented

Try Dropping the Needles 1-2mm

Benefits of Weaker Needles

Overflow Pipes 

Use That Serated Washer

Needles to Try

Damper Oil

The complete document can be found at this 
address: 
https://www.triple-mregister.org/uploads/retro/SU
%20Booklet.pdf

https://www.triple-mregister.org/uploads/retro/SU%20Booklet.pdf
https://www.triple-mregister.org/uploads/retro/SU%20Booklet.pdf


Ghost Race Track: 
Hollywood Track & 
Movie Ranch 
Compiled by Dan Shockey 

In 1927, Paramount Studios purchased a 2700-
acre ranch in the Santa Monica Mountains. Located 
between Malibu and the Conejo Valley, Paramount 
used the ranch to create a variety of large-scale 
movie sets. The site is now a National Recreational 
Area and easily accessible from Highway 101. 

In 1955, Paramount decided to add a racing 
track to diversify the site. Motor sport was soaring in 
popularity and the only purpose-built closed circuit 
in California was Willow Springs. Temporary tracks 
on public roads had largely been abandoned on 
safety grounds. Most racing thus was on 
comparatively unexciting airfield and parking-lot 
tracks. 

Paramount commissioned local drivers Ken Miles 
and Dick Van Laanen to design a 2-mile course. 
Miles and Van Laanen created a challenging figure-
of-eight layout with eleven turns, a three quarter 
mile main straight and a bridge with underpass. The 
picturesque setting was enhanced with a lake 
between turns eight and nine. 

Paramount Ranch Raceway opened for its first 
event over the weekend of August 18 and 19, 1956. 
Organized by the California Sports Car Club (CSCC), 
there were four preliminaries on Saturday followed 

by five races on Sunday. 
The main event, a one-hour contest, was won 

by Harrison Evans in a Ferrari Monza. Third place 
went to Richie Ginther who also won the under 1.5-
litre class in his Porsche Spyder.  

On November 4th, 1956, the United States Auto 
Club (USAC) held a 250-mile Stock Car National 
Championship race at Paramount Ranch. Sam Hanks 
took the win in his Mercury. Yes, stock cars used to 
run on tracks like this. 

The final event of 1956 was another sports car 
race weekend over November 17 and 18. 
The main 90-minute contest for 
modified cars was won by Ken Miles in 
his Porsche-powered Cooper Special. 
Driving the same car (nicknamed the 
Pooper), Miles also took victory in the 
45-minute race for sub-1500cc Modified 
cars. 
   Higher quality cars and drivers arrived 
for the 1957 races. The opening 
weekend of the season took place over 
March 9 and 10. During the course of 
the meet, Paramount Pictures also 
filmed many of the racing scenes for the 
Cornel Wilde movie, The Devil’s Hairpin. 
(See The Octagon about the fate of an 
MG special used for this film.) 
   Jerry Austin claimed victory in the big 
one-hour race for over 1500cc sports 
cars with his Jaguar D-type. In the 
under 1.5-litre contest, Bob Drake’s 
Cooper edged out Ken Miles’ Porsche to 
the win. On April 28th, the USAC 

returned to Paramount Ranch for a 100 mile Stock 
Car Race. On this occasion, Troy Ruttman’s Ford 
took victory from runner up Sam Hanks. 

Special Thanks to Dean Caccavo of the TC 
Mooring Guild, now iliving n Placerville
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Sports cars were back on June 15. Chuck Daigh 
was crowned winner in the main race for over 
1500cc modified cars. Daigh’s Troutman Barnes 
Special finished six seconds ahead of Austin’s 
Jaguar in the ten-lap race. In the 1.5-litre event, 
Jack McAfee took the win in Stanley Sugarman’s 
Porsche. 

The Sports Car Club weekend of December 7 
and 8, 1957, was blighted by three serious 
accidents. There was a serious off during Saturday 
practice for Hugh Woods. Woods crashed his 
Chevrolet Corvette into the barriers at turn one. He 
fractured both arms, severed his right leg and did a 
substantial amount of damage to the barrier. 

Later that day, during the ten-lap Preliminary 
for the over 2.7-litre Production car race, George 
Sherrerd crashed his Jaguar XK120 at the same 

spot. The barrier had not been repaired and the 
exposed guardrail pierced through Sherrerd’s car. 
George Sherrerd was killed instantly. 

Further tragedy occurred during Sunday’s 
finale, the headline one-hour race for over 1.5-litre 
Sports cars. Jim Firestone lost control of his Frazer 
Nash on the penultimate lap. The car hit the bridge 
parapet and rolled several times. Firestone was 

ejected from the Frazer Nash and then hit by the 
car that fatally crushed his skull. 

It would be the last time competitive motor 
sport ever took place at Paramount Ranch; the 
studio’s insurers refused to cover any further 
racing. By this time, other permanent circuits had 
opened such as Riverside and Pomona. 

However, the Paramount Ranch race track was 
still used for filming. Movies such as Roadracers 
(1959), Spin Out (1965), The Love Bug (1968) and 
Herbie Rides Again (1974) all had scenes shot on 
site. 

In later years, the entire Paramount Ranch 
facility was taken over by the US National Park 
Service. The race circuit lives on as a popular model 
for slot car tracks with its relatively compact layout 
and especially its figure-8 bridge. 

Unfortunately, many of the historic movie sets 
were devastated by wildfires in 2018. The fire 
destroyed the main attraction for visitors to 
Paramount Ranch, its western movie town. Only 
two buildings survived the wildfire: the chapel 
(used in Westworld) and the train depot (used in Dr. 
Quinn). The National Park Service plans to rebuild 
part of the western town. Visitors used to spend the 
day watching Dr. Quinn being filmed.

13
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As for the circuit, some parts still remain, but 
the surface is in a very poor state and the bridge 
was torn down after the fire damage. The racetrack 
is overgrown with grass but you can still see the 
banked curves and part of the straightaway next to 
the main parking lot.  

The property was the filming location for 
literally hundreds of movies, beginning with W.C. 
Fields. While Westerns were the most common films 
shot at the Ranch, a large-scale replica of San 
Francisco and a European village were built 

Here is a list of some of the films and TV shows 
filmed at Paramount Ranch: 
• Movies:    

“Gunfight at the O.K. Corral” (1957)  
“The Great Race” (1965)  
“The Apple Dumpling Gang” (1975)  
“The Cat in the Hat” (2003)  
“American Sniper” (2014) 

• TV Shows:    
“The Cisco Kid” (1950-1956)  
“Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman” (1993-1998)  
“The Mentalist” (2008-2015)  
“The Bachelor” (2022)  
“Westworld” (2016-2022) 

• Classic Westerns:     
“Gunsmoke” (1955 to 1975)  
“Have Gun Will Travel” (1957 to 1963)  
“The Rifleman” (1958 to 1963) 

Club Activity: 
Yes we actually did an event there once, where 

I lined up a tour by one of the historians. We 

parked the TC's on the old straightaway. The track 
is only about 10 minutes from my house so I've 
been there many times. The western town burned 
to the ground in a wildfire, and sadly the racetrack 
b r i dge was a l so seve re l y damaged and 
subsequently torn down. But some of the track is 
still there. One of our members did a meeting 
program about the track last year. He and I walked 
the track and took photos of all the turns, or at 
least where they used to be. This was before the 
fire so we had fun in the western town set. 

Coverage of our tour there in 2009 is in this 
newsletter: (June 2009) 

http://www.tcmotoringguild.org/chassis/
09JunMidget.pdf 
Steve Simmons, TC Motoring Guild 
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Track & Park Map

Santa 
Monica 

Mountains 
National 

Recreation 
Area -  

Visit the 
ghost track 
anytime! 

Ghost Tracks 
in The 

Octagon: 

Moffet Field  
11/20 

Golden Gate 
12/20 
7/04 

Cotati 1/21 

Candlestick 
12/21 

Vaca Valley 3/21 

Fairgrounds 5/21 

Santa Rosa 1/23 

Reno   4/25 

Paramount Ranch 
2/26
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Keep Planning for 2026!
WINTER 

February TBD: SSTS Tour to Christ George Ranch 
and Sunol, Marja V.



Sun. Mar. 14: St. Pat’s Day Tour, Sonoma Co., 
Marla & Andy Preston, Page 3


March 28-29: Clovis Roundup, Valley British Club,  
A fun event! Page 4

2026

MGs on Paramount Track

MGs racing at Paramount 

Track layout by the great Ken Miles!

May 11-15: GOF West, Flagstaff, AZ, Club 
caravan? Route 66!


May 17: Dixon All-British Meet



June 6: Brits by the Bay, Greenbrae


August 24-27: MG2026 All-Register Event, Ohio, 
page 9





Andy’s photo by Doug Hollander

Annual Brunch 2026  
by Andy Preston 

First of all, many thanks to Marla for once 
again organizing the Annual Brunch which was a 
great success. It was held at Moss Beach 
Distillery which is proving to be the perfect 
location for most members in the Bay Area. The 
weather was wonderful: sunny with clear skies 
and perfect for MGs. There were 4 MGs; Doug 
and Connie Hollander in their MGB, Ray Davis 
and Kristy in an MGB GT, Mike and Elaine in an 
MGA and Ed and Rowena DeMayo in their V6 
MGB. In addition Rod and Sue Schweiger arrived 
in Rod’s spectacular custom made Hot Rod.  

We had a good crowd of 38 members which 
filled the private side room overlooking the 
ocean. All of the tables were by the windows 
where the views are truly spectacular. The staff 
was wonderful and we were seated at 11:30 
before the restaurant opens to the general 
public. Food was hot and delicious and everyone 
was served at the same time which was great. 
There was no shortage of champagne, mimosas 
or soft drinks. 

In attendance were: Mike Jacobsen & Elaine 
Chan, Doug & Connie Hollander, Eric Baker, Don 
& Anne Scott, Ray Davis & Kristy, Rod & Sue 
Schweiger, Marc ia Crawford & George 
Steneburg, Gary & Janet Germano, Ed & 
Rowena, Doug & Chally Flett, Barbara Tapp, 
Robert Paulson and friend, Steve & Gayle Lilves, 
David & Michele Bock, Jim & Anne Carlson, 
Marty and Naomi Rayman, Scott Shapin, Andy & 
Elizabeth Hunt, John & Sharon Hunt, and Marla, 
John & Andy Preston. 

Ed DeMayo won an MG Grill badge for the 
Member driving an MG the furthest and all other 
MG members were given an MGOC window 
cling. 

The “Burnt Spark Plug Award” was awarded 
to Felix Lee who was 
unab l e a t t end t he 
brunch. According to 
Felix he was driving his 
MG TF to the November 
drive when he started 
t o e x p e r i e n c e c a r 
t r o u b l e s o w i s e l y 
turned around and 
headed home to Los 
Altos Hills. He parked 
his car on his steep 
driveway and got out 
only to see his car 
slowly rolling down the 
hill. He chased after it 
and tried to slow it 
down by grabbing onto 
the rear bumper but 
had to give up and watched the car cross over a 
flower bed and come to rest in front of a wall. 
The only damage was to the front bumper until 
Felix looked down at his hands to find his right 
hand covered in blood. The sharp bottom edge 
on the bumper had sliced through two fingers 
on his right hand and Felix had to have 6 
stitches in his forefinger and middle finger. 
Happily all wounds healed up well and Felix has 
learned he can’t fight gravity. 

Thank you to everyone who attended and 
made this a very successful event and once 
again many thanks to Marla for organizing it.
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Burnt Spark 
Plug Award Photo: Barbara Tapp
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Photos this 
page by 
Andy 
Preston
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Photos this page: Andy Preston 

Burnt Spark Plus Award went to 
Felix Lee who was not at the Brunch
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Rod’s Rod: 
Rod and Sue in 
their 1936 Hot 
Rod that Rod 
built himself! 

Top photos: 
Andy Preston 

Lower photos: 
Doug Hollander
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Circuit Dust interpreted by AI. The book is a true account of MG racing in the 1930s. I 
would never have guessed the sinister secret meaning of the account! - Ed.

The Club 
Gathers for 
Brunch by 
Marty 
Rayman



Late-Model MGs: 
Great Opportunity? 
By Dan Shockey 

I see late-model, i.e. “rubber bumper,” 
MGBs advertised at what seem to me good 
prices. These are often very original cars in 
very good condition – at least here in 
California. They often still have their original 
paint and interior. Think about it. These are 45 
to 50 year old cars that are comfortable, look 
good and can run well. They even offer useful 
improvements over earlier chrome-bumper 
MGBs.  

The last years of MGs were often bought as 
“second” cars and spent most of their lives in 
the garage. The 5-main-bearing MGB motor is 
one of the best-lasting of any make and the 
gearbox is unbreakable. Some even have 
overdrive – or you easily add it. That makes it 
a comfortable freeway cruiser. 

You can replace the rubber bumpers if you 
choose, or paint them and lower the car for 
better appearance and handling. Parts are 
readily available at good prices. They are easy 
to work on especially compared to newer cars. 
The wiring diagram fits on a single page of 
paper rather than filling an entire book. 

I will include some info on recent MGBs I 
have seen advertised. This is merely a sample. 
I don’t know anything further about these 
specific cars or even if they are still available. 

Late Midgets can be found as well. The 
chrome bumper ones seem highly prized and 
not as available as MGBs. The problem with the 
later ones is the 1500 motor that does not last 
well. And overdrive is not readily available. But 
in general the same factors apply as to MGBs. 
(Spitfire overdrives units can be found and 
there are conversion kits to 5-speed boxes. Or 
enjoy them as MOWOG intended!) 

For further reference, see articles in the 
May, 2021, and 
January, 2024, 
i ssues o f The 
Octagon. 

Ads source: 
Craigslist
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Event Calendar 
Call to Order: Andy Preston 

Attending and introductions: Marcia 
Crawford, Mike Jacobsen, Bob Paulsen, Kirk 
& Amy Prentiss, Andy & Marla Preston, Rod 
& Sue Schweiger, George Steneberg, 
Barbara Tapp 

Feb 
• SSTS tour to Christ George Ranch 

collection 2/17 or around V-Day. Marja is 
contact. Bring your own Picnic lunch to a 
park in the Sunol area after the tour. 
Meet at Androtti exit from 580. 

March 
• St Paddy’s Day tour 3/15. Finishes in 

Petaluma at Cafe Bellini which has added 
a $125 room fee. Vote taken for Club to 
absorb that cost . Mot ion passed 
unanamously. Note from Marla about how 
good the Moss Beach Distillery is to deal 
with – going back in 2027. 

• Clovis Round-Up 3/28-29 – Doug & 
Mike going. 

April 
• Doug wants to have a drive in the San 

Mateo area, date TBD 

May 
• GoF West, Flagstaff AZ, 5/11-15. 

Doug, Mike & Elaine going. 
• Dixon, Sun 5/17 
• Friendship Day at Redwood Shores 

5/17 
• Possible drives by Marty Ray, Bob Bundy, 

John Hunt 

June 
• Brits by the Bay in Greenbrae June 6, 

Sat – pre-1980 British cars only 
• Hillsborough Concours 6/27-28 
• SSTS Juneteenth event 6/20, by 

Stephen Guys in South Bay 
• Possible drives by Marty Ray, Bob Bundy, 

John Hunt 

July 
• SSTS Tune & Spoon by Jim Brady in 

Lafayette, date TBD 

Aug 
• Monterey Car Week 10-16 
• Mon – Monterey British Car Show 
• Tue – Concours for Cause in Carmel 
• Wed – Little Car Show in Pacific Grove 
• MG All-Registers event 8/24-28 

Sep 
• SSTS East Bay event by Rob Brown, 

date TBD 
• Attending the Highland Games this year 

is iffy due to time restrictions 

Oct 
• Annual Picnic in Tilden Park, date TBD – 

Marcia & Prentisses, same sandwich deal 
as last year 

• Blackhawk All-British show, 10/19 
• SSTS possible Sierra (or See-Air-Ah) 

Tour by Sue/Charles Schweiger 

Nov 
• Sonoma Tour by Andy & Marla, date 

TBD 

Dec 
• Holiday Tea at Mike & Elaine’s on Sat, 

12/5 

Jan 2027 
• Planning Meeting, George & Marcia’s 

At the end of the meeting Sue Schweiger 
mentioned the possibility of an overnight tour in 

the Salinas area and 
visiting the Steinbeck 
museum, Pinnacles 
National Park, Salinas 
R iver, Greenf ie ld, 
Hollister. 

Mike Jacobsen 
reporting 



   MG Photo Book 
Grandkids electric Midget at left 
                Dogs a good match to this MG L2 
Goodwood Revival at lower left

Classified Ads 
Ads are free to MGOC members and $6.00 per month for non-members. Some ads picked 
up from other clubs. 
MGA	
  1600	
  Engine	
  &	
  Gearbox:	
  From	
  running	
  MG.	
  Engine 
turns freely.	
  Clean.	
  Free	
  to	
  good	
  home.	
  Can help load into 
truck. Member Andy Preston, andypreston@att.net	
    (Posted 
12/25) 
1967 MGB GT: Same owner since 1984. Cared-for 
California car. Very original Chrome wire wheels. Many 
spares. $23,000. Tanya,	
  tazzytoo@gmail.com	
  (Posted	
  2/26) 

1972	
  MGB/GT:	
  Rebuilt	
  engine	
  &	
  5-­‐speed	
  gearbox.	
  Ready	
  
for	
  paint	
  prep	
  and	
  paint.	
  Member	
  Ray	
  Davis	
  at	
  
iredavisiii@gmail.com	
  (Re-­‐Posted	
  2/26)	
  
Enclosed Trailer for Rent: Enclosed car trailer for rent (16’ x 8’). Trailer has 
integrated braking system and lights, 12 volt electric winch. Reasonable. Eric 
Baker (510) 517-2165 
We list ads for 3 months. Advise if you want them extended. For 
additional ads, see prior issues of The Octagon or MGOCSF.org
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The Toothpaste Run 
I Love My MG! 

I just drove 120 miles in the rain and fog. Some of it in 
the dark. Why? To get a tube of toothpaste, of course. I'm 
still smiling. 

I bought my MGB/GT in 1979. It has 173,000 miles on 
it now, so you can tell that I've been smiling for most of 
my life. Every time I get in it, I'm transformed into that 21 
year old. Sure, I've thought about upgrading time and time 
again. However, there is no car made today; no Porsche, 
no Jaguar, no McLaren that can take me back in time.  

It's my Wayback Machine. Sure, it shows it's age. But 
so do I. My clutch foot doesn't work as well as it once did. 
But I do exercises every day just so I can keep driving my 
MG. Call me crazy if you want. I'll tell you, "You're right. 
Ain't it great?" 
P.S. When I got home, I found that there was toothpaste in 
the pantry. I wonder what I can go get next weekend. I hear it might snow. Yippee!!! Hey, 
maybe I can drive to the Moss Beach Distillery? 
P.P.S. I need a new MGOC 
window cling. 
~Dan Neu, MGOC member, 
North Carolina 

At right: Still Going - Dan 
Neu at Sears Point, MGOC 

track day, October, 2004
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From Safety 
Fast 

magazine

MG Car 
Club (UK)

Ed DeMayo, 
Eric Baker 
and Mike 

Jacobsen at 
the Brunch  

by Marty 
Rayman

Ed DeMayo drove his green V6 
MGB the furthest to the Brunch 


